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In-bounds slide at Park City, From www.avalanche.org
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDI5108RXok




ers have traveled the




others have traveled the




on weak and slab layer +




.. .
WEAK /
LAVER Y ‘/3

A

SLIDING
SURFACE 7




ation
pe, amount, duration, intensity

d

Direction, Speed, Duration
- Important because it moves snow
- Temperature: Snow temperature affected by ground a

alr temperature and solar radiation.

- Some warming can help snow layers bond, while too much
warming can cause the snow pack to melt rapidedly, looseni
bonds between snow grains and causing sluff avalanches.
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Human Centered Triangle
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Slope Angle
Terrain Traps
Common Trigger Points

Slope Aspect -
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pose more than one person at a i
che risk

alert to changing snow stability due to weat

evation, or slope aspect
{now what is above you
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Be prepared to do a rescue
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wxKiPF5io4
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Reading the Terrain cont...
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y Rescue Tools
en In Questionable Areas
- Oneatatime
. Never cross above partner
. Escape routes islands of safety )
. No straps
Minimize exposure time
Same patte think: minefield









Single Searcher Single Searcher Multiple Searchers
40 meter slide width =40 meter sidewidth = 40 meter slide width

& BeaconReviews.com
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6C2eWRvZgKU
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New Hampshire (1992008)

26 Accidents
8 Fatalities

* All but 1 in Presidentials -
*  (Mt. Washington)

Number of Fatalities

TAllen, K. U. (2000). Avalanche Terrain and Conditions in the Presidential ;g s
Range, New Hampshire, US. Proceedings of the International Snow 17.5%

‘Switzerland

44 e Austria



Avalanche Advisory for Tuckerman and Huntington Ravines
Posted: 7:59 a.m., Sunday, January 3, 2010 —

Tuckerman and Huntington Ravines have HIGH avalanche danger today. Natural and human
triggered avalanches are likely. Unstable slabs are likely on a variety of slope angles and

aspects. Travel in avalanche terrain is not recommended. Natural avalanches are unlikely and
human triggered avalanches are possible. Over the past 24 hours Hermit Lake recorded 8.7" (22
cm) of new snow with a density of 7.3%. The Harvard Cabin snow plot rang in at 12.2" (26 cm) with a
density of 8.4%. The summit recorded 5.5" (14 cm) with an average density around 10% but the snow
that fell since midnight has been lighter than what was recorded during the day yesterdaySnow that
had fallen over the week saw its first gusts of winds yesterday and the avalanche danger rose

with the winds. Overnight steady and strong NW winds blew snow into the Ravines and I'm

confident that we have already had a decent avalanche cycle. While most areas are obscured

this morning, | was able to see that Hillman's Highway made its longest push of the season

and that some small avalanches had taken place in the Lower Snowfields. Today we can expect 1
to 3" (2.5 to 7.6 cm) of additional snow, ongoing wind loading and avalanche activity. Winds are not
going to reach the impressive velocities that were predicted yesterday and | see this as a good thing.
Winds well over 100 mph are good for moving snow out of the Ravines and | am not in favor of this.
Today's forecasted speeds are ideal for moving snow into the Ravines at speeds between 60

and 80 mph (97 and 129 kph ) early in the day and then decreasing to 50 to 70 mph (80 to 113

kph ). Winds have shifted from the NW to the N which means south facing aspects will be

directly loaded through the day and east facing aspects will get plenty of cross -loading. While
north winds aren't ideal for loading north aspects, terrain will often create localized wind

direction and we are not ruling out the potential for wind loading to continue on these

aspects. (A north aspect is a slope that faces north, a south aspect is one that faces south.)

Overall, it is not a good day to be venturing into avalanche terrain including the floor of either

Ravine.






